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Christened as the “Land of the
Thunder Dragon”, it is one of

the most biological diverse
countries in the world, on par
with Madagascar and the tropical
rainforest countries in Central
and South America.

Situated in the heartland of Bhutan, bebween these
two regions, are vast rhododendron and conifer forests.
With heavy rains of the monsoon season and different
climates nl-.&-;'un._ﬂ;ﬂ with varying altitudes, it 15 casy to
see how biodiversity has been able o take hold of the
l.-:'li.:ll'ltT'.

Within the scientific community, Bhutan's list of rare
and endangered wildlife and fauna is legendary: Bengal
tigers sighted above 2,900 metres, snow leopards, golden
langoor, blue sheep, red panda, takin, black-necked
crane, over 600 species of birds - 70 discovered in the last
ten years, over 5000 plants, many of which contain
medicinal properties, rare orchids, camivorous plants,
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population, L.e. its genetic pool, sub-species begin to
develop, The genetic survival of the new and smaller
population is more difficult. By designing this system of
interconnecting corrldors, Bhutan has made significant
stricles to promoete the survival of future generations of

its diverse ecosysiems.

Prezently, the most significant ecotourism areas of
Bliutan iz Jigme Dorje Mational Park., the largest
protected area within the country, where popular
trekking routes cross rivers at 1,400 metres and fraverse
mountains that soar to 7,000 metres. Visitation within the
park is confined to visitor zones, Bhutan is approsching
development of ecotourism even more cautiously than it
has approached general towrism, recognising that areas of
tiger habitat and rare medicinal plants cannot withstand
any measure of an onslaught of fourists.

In am effort to pursue ecotourism, while protecting the
environment, new efforts are being implemented to
promote communiby-based tourism amd frekking. This
new approach actively engages the local community in
development and management of ecotourism, as well as
promoting conservation of nature.
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Religion plays a role

Bhutan remains the only surviving Mahayana
Buddhist country in the world. To live in harmony with
the mysteries and complexities of nature is a crucial
Buddhist practice. One has only to look at acid rain, the
azone hole, and contamination of the earth’s waters o
realise how mankind harms itself by harming nature. The
Buddhist approach to nature is to show reverence and
compassion to all forms of life, as well as limiting
shelter and

consumption o basic needs, e food,

clothing,

Ihe Buddhist philosophy, coupled with longstanding
beliet that the kKey |._'u|'\-||:-!;|-.'.|| areas are inhabited by
urderyworbc '\-piriln_. p:uih- ard 'r'_-:ln.iq.‘lc"w-\.l.“-_. as well as a
Wil ri-.':1_.' of detties have served o |'r||.'-|n.|: miuch of Bhutan’s
|.'.|'.|,|'\-|;.'.F1|,'. If the local I."‘i'\li'li'l]l.' elieve that a p-.:-wvrhll
deity resides in a certain lake, then they will not pollute
the stream originating from it Likewise, if a certain forest
is thought to be the home of gods and goddesses, the
of that forest are not hewed, habitat
preservation is a key element in preservation of species
such  beliet encourages a thiat
biodiversity and conservation of natural resources.
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The world scientific community recognises that
Bhutan has a significant portion of the planet’s remaining
rare and endangered species. It is, therefore, actively
assisting  the balance

environmental management and economic development.

kingdom in itz efforts to

With the help of these worldwide stakeholders, the
government and people of Bhutan, and every person that
visits Bhutan, we do hope that this biediverse diamond

of the Himalavas will continue to shine forever.



