Known as the

Venice of the East,
Bangkok has become an
attractive destination
forthe tourists from all

55 overtheworld drawing

_puersix million foreign
tourists each year.
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f your visit to Bhutan includes a halt in Bangkok for only a

day or two to shake the jet lag or wait for flight conmections,

yvou will want to visit at least a few of the traditional attractions
or seek out some of the hidden jewels that are not usually
highlighted by the hotel travel desks and guide books

Most of the attrachions in Bangkok can be accessed I;-:}
taking a river taxi on the Clao Pl river, the main artery that
runs through the centre of Bangkok. You can get just about
anywhere by hopping aboard one of these floating buses that
ql.:n:l'l-.'l} dock and -.|1_'|"-.|.|‘I: fromy miost of the major piers that lirwe
the river. From the pier, take a TukTuk (Bangkok' ;
matorised version of the rickshaw) to your destination. The open-
air ride is as exhilarating as the sights and sounds of Bangkok.
If vou get caught in one of Bangkok's | 5, get oul

and walk - it's faster!

A tour of Bangkok wouldn't be complete without a visit to the
temples that are the cultural heart and soul of the dty. Known
as wals, hundreds of these dazzling gilded spires studded with
glittering glass tiles and gold leaf dot the urban landscapes, The
temple complexes are home to saffron robed Buddhist monks who
rise by dawn each mom j 1 wd then begin a.daily
ritwal of collecting food and other necessities from logcal
amnd peeple on the street. This serves the monks as a way to survive
the rigours of monastic life, and more importantly offers devotees
an opportunity o practise the Buddhist philosophy of giving freely
to earm the merit to move om to a better like.
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